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At the end of key stage 1, your child’s teacher will assess the standard that your child 
is working at in English, maths and science. 

To help the teacher make these judgements, your child will sit national curriculum tests
in maths and English, known as standard attainment tests (SATs). 

These tests, along with your child’s work throughout the year, help the teacher to 
assess your child’s performance and, as they move up to key stage 2, identify their 
needs.

SATs are taken during May, but as we incorporate them into everyday teaching, and 
we spread them out over time, your child may not even realise that they have taken 
them!

The government previously announced plans to scrap KS1 SATs but have since 
decided that the tests will take place in May 2023. From September 2023, schools will 
have the option to opt in or out. 

What are SATs?



The reading test for Year 2 pupils is made up of two separate papers:

Paper 1 consists of a selection of texts totalling 400 to 700 words, with questions 
interspersed.

Paper 2 comprises a reading booklet of a selection of passages totalling 800 to 1100 
words. Children will write their answers in a separate booklet.

Each paper is worth 50 per cent of the marks, and should take around 30 minutes, but 
children are not strictly timed, as the tests are not intended to assess children’s ability 
to work at speed. 

The texts in the reading papers cover a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and 
get progressively more difficult towards the end of the test.

Teachers have the option to stop the test at any point that they feel is appropriate for 
a particular child.

Reading













Reading Books
Read daily with your child. It is important they read their banded book frequently throughout 
the week. You will notice their fluency and understanding improving upon each read. 

Reading for Pleasure
Read a range of texts at home: bedtime stories, newspaper articles, cereal boxes, instructions, 
signs – the list is endless. Ask them questions about what they have read. 

Role Model
Let your child see you read your own book, and talk to your child about books you enjoy. You 
could share a book you enjoyed as a child. 

Phonics
If your child is learning phonics at school, practise the sounds they are learning. Visit: 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ for support and 
resources. 

Supporting your Child
Reading

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


The Key Stage 1 maths test is made up of two papers:

Paper 1: arithmetic, worth 25 marks and taking around 20-30 
minutes.

Paper 2: mathematical fluency, problem-solving and reasoning, 
worth 35 marks and taking 35-45 minutes, with a break if 
necessary. 

There are a variety of question types: multiple choice, matching, 
true / false, constrained (e.g. completing a chart or table; 
drawing a shape) and less constrained (e.g. where children have 
to show or explain their method).

Children are not allowed to use any tools such as calculators or 
number lines; however children are encouraged to write/draw 
their working out. 

Maths















Arithmetic
Practise basic number skills. For example: number bonds to 10 and 20; counting in 2s, 5s and 
10s; mental addition and subtraction. 

Shape
Encourage your child to spot shapes whenever you go out – discuss their properties.
2D: circle, triangle, square, rectangle, pentagon, hexagon and octagon.
3D: sphere, cube, cuboid, pyramid, cylinder, cone

Time
Use the clocks around you – analogue and digital. Encourage them to work out times when 
you are out and about (in 15 minute intervals) e.g. What time will swimming be finished if your 
lesson is half an hour?

Supporting your Child
Maths



Supporting your Child
Maths - Methods

Addition
Column Method 

Subtraction
Column Method

Multiplication
Groups of

5x6 =
5 lots of 6 = 

Division
Sharing into two groups 

30 ÷ 2 = 
30 shared between 2 = 



Children taking Key Stage 1 SATs will also sit two separate papers in grammar, spelling and 
punctuation:    

Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test taking approximately 15 minutes and worth 20 marks.
Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and vocabulary test, in two sections of around 10 minutes 
each (with a break between, if necessary), worth 20 marks. This will involve a mixture of 
selecting the right answers e.g. through multiple choice, and writing short answers.

There are a variety of question types:
- Multiple choice
- Ranking / ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show in which order they happened in 
the story’
- Matching, e.g. ‘Match the character to the job that they do in the story’
- Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title’
- Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that shows what the weather was like in the 
story’
- Short answer, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’
- Open-ended answer, e.g. ‘Why did Lucy write the letter to her grandmother? Give two 
reasons’

Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling









Although the tests are set externally, they are marked by teachers within the school.

Children are given a scaled score. Their raw score – the actual number of marks they 
get – is translated into a scaled score, where a score of 100 means the child is working 
at the expected standard.

A score below 100 indicates that the child needs more support, whereas a score of 
above 100 suggests the child is working at a higher level than expected for their age. 
The maximum score possible is 115, and the minimum is 85.

Teacher assessments are also used to build up a picture of your child’s learning and 
achievements. In addition, your child will receive an overall result saying whether they 
have achieved the required standard in the tests (your child's test results won't be 
communicated to you unless you ask for them). 

How are tests marked?



Example: 2022 scaled scores at key stage 1



There is not a formal writing test - children's writing will be 
assessed by their teacher. 

Pupils will be asked to write a narrative about their own and 
others' experiences (real and fictional). 

These writing opportunities are embedded within their usual 
English lessons. 

Teachers are given a series of statements to assess pupil’s 
writing against. A pupil’s writing should meet all of the 
statements within the standard at which they
are judged. 

However, teachers can use their discretion to ensure that, on 
occasion, a particular weakness does not prevent an 
accurate judgement being made of a pupil’s attainment 
overall.

Writing



Working at the expected standard

• write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others
(real or fictional)
• write about real events, recording these simply and clearly
• demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use
question marks correctly when required
• use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently
• use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that /
because) to join clauses
• segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling
many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others
• spell many common exception words
• form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one
another and to lower-case letters
• use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters

Writing



Example Narrative



Example Description



Example Recount



Working at greater depth

• write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing on their reading to
inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing
• make simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing
• use the punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly
• spell most common exception words
• add suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful, –
less, –ly)*
• use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters.

Writing



Example Narrative



Example Narrative



Example Recount



Follow your child’s interests
Encourage your child to write at home and practise the skills they are learning at school. They 
could write about anything – a hobby, a place they have visited, an imaginary character or 
story. 

Talk comes first
The standard of children’s writing at school is not only how they form letters and handwrite. 
They must also be able to express their ideas clearly. Can they put thoughts in order and 
discuss what they want to say? All of these depend on speaking. So talk to your child, 
encourage them to express themselves, listen and respond to their ideas.

Role model
Let your child see you write! You could write your own story or write a story together. You can 
write notes for your child to respond to. You could write a shopping list together. The 
possibilities are endless. 

Supporting your Child
Writing



First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing to worry about 
and that they should always just try their best. Praise and encourage!

Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

Support your child with any homework tasks.

Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. times tables) are always good to practise.

Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what book(s) they are 
reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every morning!

Supporting your child
Final Thoughts…



Supporting your child
Recommended Books/Resources



Supporting your child
Recommended Books/Resources



Parent and Carer Workshop

We will be hosting workshops to go through how we teach English at Bovingdon 
Primary Academy and how you can further support your child at home. 

This will involve both reading and writing. 

The first workshop will be for EYFS and KS1 on Wednesday 29th March at 5pm. 
The second workshop is for KS2 on Thursday 30th March at 5pm. 

These sessions are aimed solely at parents and carers so we recommend not 
bringing your children with you. 



We will be staying behind to answer any 
questions you have. 


