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22nd Oct 2021 Belonging. Possibilities. Achievement. 

Half term has arrived! ‘m so grateful for the weeks rest for all staff and children and the circuit breaker it causes for the 

school.  After half term we will begin our Christmas Countdown, it is always a magical half term in-between November 

and Christmas in a primary school and we’re excited to begin Christmas at Bovingdon!  We hope you all enjoy your  

half term break and you and your familes stay healthy and well.  Mrs Breslin 

Newsletter 
     BPA News 

 

 

 

Quote of the Week 

 “Reach as high as you can, and then reach a little higher. There you will find magic 
and possibility. And maybe even cookies.” - Marc Johns 

This Week’s Achievements 
 

This week’s Certificates of Achievement went to:  
 

Zaynab A (Pearl class) 
Luna N-B (Opal class)  

 
Oliver B & Arjun G (Moonstone class) 
Oliver M & Nancy L (Diamond class) 

 
Cam’ye C & Mackenzie H (Ruby class) 

Amelie K & Alex F (Garnet class)  
 

Arthur A & Bennie C (Jade class)  
 Leo L & Layla B (Emerald class) 

 

Helena W (Citrine class) 
Teddy M-W (Amber class) 

 
Jack  S (Topaz class) 

Isla A (Turquoise) 
 

Mattie C (Sapphire class) 
Dorian B (Aquamarine class)  

 

 Oliver C (Tanzanite class) 
Alife B (Amethyst class) 

Key Dates 
 25/10—29/10 –Half Term 
 03/11—Year 5 Space Centre Trip 
 08/11—Reception 2022 School Tour 
 11/11—18/11—Book Fair 
 15/11—Year 2 Florence Nightingale Day 
 18/11— Reception 2022 School Tour 
 26/11—Occasional Day (School Closed) 
 30/11—2/12—EYFS Singalong 
 21/12—School closes at 1.30pm for  Christmas 
 05/01—INSET Day 
 06/01—Children return to school 

Bovingdon’s Book Club  
 

Year 3 Book Recommendation is Kid  
Normal by Greg James and Chris Smith.  

This spoof superhero epic certainly              
delivers: deliciously dastardly villains, 

capes, tights and mild-mannered heroes. 
Yet it also explores familiar school                         

anxieties that everyone else is smarter, 
stronger and better. Starting a new 
school is always stressful, but Murph                  

suspects his new school is stressful for 
extremely odd reasons. He realises his 

mum has accidentally enrolled him in a 
Super Hero school for kids with                        

Superpowers!  

Aspire  
 

Certificates are given to pupils who have shone in 
class during the week for any number of reasons 

including being brave, kind, well-mannered or hard 
working. 

From everyone in the Central Services Team at Aspire, we 
wish you an enjoyable and restful October half-term                    

holidays. All schools have had meetings with their Local  
Advisory Boards (LAB’s) during the first half of this term, and 

we recently hosted a Chairs’ Forum which brought together 
the chairs from each school LAB. This meeting revisited the 
topic of OFSTED and how governors and schools can be 

preparing for inspections. We also discussed the roles of our 
governors across the Trust, where responsibilities and                 

monitoring falls and how they can support the individual 
schools and the Trust as a whole. 

An introduction from our newly appointed Head Boy/Head 
Girl and Deputy Head Boy and Deputy Head Girl: 

Head Girl— “My name is Roseanna and I am 
in Shothanger. I love playing netball, learning 
the piano and doing art. I am your new Head 
Girl and I cant wait to take on the challenges 
ahead. I love meeting new people and           
having conversations! I am so happy I have 
achieved this and cant wait to start fulfilling 
my duties!” 

Deputy Head Boy— “Hello, my name is Jensen 
and I am the new Deputy-Head boy. My                
favourite colour is blue (dark blue to be                    

precise), my favourite animal is a peregrine    
falcon which is the fastest animal on the planet 
when it dives!   I can not wait to help represent 

school!” 
Deputy Head Girl— “Hi! I’m Poppy, your Deputy 

Head Girl. I’m in Shantock House. It's a pleasure 

to be your Deputy Head Girl this year. I joined 

Bovingdon in Year 4, and have loved every day 

since! If you do see me around the school do 

come and say hello as I’m very friendly and 

always love a chat. My main focus being                

Deputy Head Girl this year for the school is to 

make sure everyone feels like they belong and 

make sure everyone has a friend. 

Head Boy— “Hello, my name is Isaac and I am 
in Tanzanite Class. My hobbies include reading 
and creating art. I have always loved art           
because I use it to express myself and I often 
use the books that I am reading for inspiration. 
As Head Boy, I am mostly looking forward to     
taking on new  responsibilities and meeting with 
visitors and governors to show them around our 
wonderful school!” 

Year 5 Boys Football 

We are so proud of our 

Year  5 Boys in their two 

matches against             

Hammond and             

Micklem this week. 
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Nursery 
We have celebrated all of our learning 

over the past 8 weeks. All of the children 

have settled and adapted to their new 

environment. To remind ourselves we have 

consolidated and revisited our focus texts 

which has been such fun remembering all 

of the activities we have been immersed 

in. To end the week we made apple pops, 

discussing how to cut a whole apple into 

quarters, how to keep safe whilst melting chocolate and 

most importantly enjoying the tasty decorative treat.  

Reception 
 

This week Reception have been finding 
out about the story of 'Ravis Roar' by Tom 

Percival where a little boy turns into a 
tiger when he becomes angry. We acted 
out the story, learnt about how different 

emotions make you feel and even                 
created their own narrations to the book. 
Finally we made our own pictures of us as 

an animal and thought about which 
emotion it might portray.  

Year 1 
This week Year 1 have been writing a book 

review for the story 'Traction Man is Here!'. 

We thought about what we liked about the 

story and used the word 'because' to help 

us explain our reasons why. We wrote about 

our favourite parts of the story and awarded 

it stars out of 5. We have also been thinking 

more about seasonal change in  science. 

We went on a walk in Springfield to look for signs of           

autumn. We had great fun exploring and can safely say 

autumn is here!  

Year 2 
In English we have been looking at the life of 

Mary Seacole. Mary paid for her own                  

passage to the Crimea during the Crimean 

war to help the sick and wounded soldiers 

when she had not been accepted as a             

volunteer because of the colour of her skin. 

She is remembered for her bravery and her 

generous and caring nature and for the many people 

who she helped throughout this period and throughout 

her lifetime. We have been using our research skills to 

gather information and create some wonderful fact files.  

Year 3 
Year 3 had a fabulous week              
exploring the impact of the   

Roman Empire during our trip to 
St Albans Cathedral! We learnt 

about the  selflessness of St          
Alban and created clay tiles 

representing the iconography 
within the historic building. The 
children also participated in a 

role-play within the cathedral in which they were able to 
better understand the daily life of a Roman citizen in 

nearby Verulamium.  

Year 4 
 

Year 5 
This week, Year 5 have showed enthusiasm 

and perseverance, working hard to write 

biographies about a person of their choice. 

They have learnt how to write in a formal, 

factual style; including all the key features 

of a biography in their independent work. 

We have also started a new topic this 

week, looking at factors, multiples and prime numbers. 

The children have been able to use all their prior 

knowledge of multiplication and division facts to help 

them with their activities this week.  

Year 6 
On Wednesday, Year 6 
were immersed into a   

Victorian themed school 
day. Miss Burrows and Mrs 
Williams transformed into 
very strict teachers, much 
to the children's delight, 
and experienced how 

19th Century pupils were 
treated (minus the         

extreme punishments)! 
Everyone looked fantastic 

in their outfits; we were thrilled with learning and                      
enthusiasm that took place.  

French Phrase of the week 

“Comme Ci Comme Ça“ - So So 

 
 

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed PE this 

term so far and Monday's lesson was 

no exception with the children                

showing off their jumping, travelling, 

turning and landing skills. It is fair to say 

that the teachers were very impressed! 

Maths has involved an exploration of 

addition. We started the week off by 

looking at bar models which the                

children have taken to incredibly well 

and have started to use in their work  

  already.  



Nursery 
In Nursery we had the most wonderful time 

learning about the amazing artist Kendra 

Dandy. Her tropical and leopard print       

designs are so iconic and are memorable in 

many well known brands and merchandise. 

Each child had the opportunity to create 

an individual portrait of themselves, whilst 

being inspired by Dandy's designs. The     

finished masterpieces are proudly displayed 

on our art gallery!  

Reception 
 

During Black History Month Reception 
have been learning about the famous 

artist Alma Thomas.  
Alma Thomas created beautiful paintings 
using blocks of colour in a ‘mosaic’ style!  

In Reception we enjoyed creating our own             
versions of Alma’s pictures by using collage  

materials and paint and cotton buds to 
create striking and colourful works of art!  

Year 1 
 

For Black History Month we learnt about lots of 

famous people and talked about their                     

achievements. We learnt about Mae Jemison 

the former NASA astronaut, Rosa Parks and              

Martin Luther King. We also looked at work by 

Jemma Morris, a famous graphic designer and 

visual artist. We used her family portrait images 

to inspire our own work and created family                 

portraits using  different coloured and patterned 

paper.  

Year 2 
As part of Black History Month we 

have been looking at the artist Faith 

Ringgold. Faith Ringgold is best known 

for her paintings that she famously 

surrounds in quilting. Her pictures tell a 

story in a snapshot and are always 

strikingly bold. We made some quilt 

lined pictures to illustrate our recent re

-telling's of 'The Snail and the Whale'. 

surrounding environment.  

Year 3 
 

Year 3 studied the works of prominent                

mid-20th Century artist, Lois Mailou Jones. She 

rose to prominence as an expatriate in 1930's 

Paris and garnered much of her inspiration 

from African and Caribbean culture. We              

focused on her artwork and sought to                     

replicate her African mask designs. The                      

children's wonderful depictions will be proudly 

displayed in the KS2 hall! 

Year 4 
 

Black History Month Quote 

Year 5 
Children have been learning all about the 

importance of celebrating Black History 

and after learning about the work of Lo 

Harris, we re-created our own versions of 

her work. Lo Harris is an American illustrator 

and  animator who champions vibrancy,                  

confidence and joy. Through the use of 

bright colours and strong figures she creates 

celebratory work that promotes visions of a 

more just and kind world. 

Year 6 
Year 6 studied Bisa Butler, an artist who tells 

stories of African Americans through her            
artwork.  

 
Butler wants people to see the expressions of 

joy, the vibrancy of colours, and the quiet        
dignity within her work.  

 
Our Year 6 children took inspiration to create 

colourful artwork telling their own story.  
The final pieces look fantastic!  

“Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations” Dr Mae 
Jemison 

 

For Black History Month, Year 4 have  

learned about the artist                                    

Jean Michel-Basquiat.  

Year 4 started off learning about the type 

of art Michel-Basquiat produced,         

discussed how it made us feel and the style 

of works, this led to us creating our own art 

work based on one  of Jean                             

Michel-Basquiat’s most famous  pieces of 

work, "Pez Dispenser".  

Black History Month 



THE LIGHT PARTY: 

St Lawrence's increasingly popular Light Party is back! A light in the dark of Halloween, children can 

come down and see the interior of the church decorated with lights, play games, have refreshments 

(soup & hot dogs) get their face painting ready for trick or treating, and grab a goodie bag - all for FREE!  

This popular community event now proudly hosts a 30min 'Quiet Session' ahead of the main Light Party, 

specifically for those with additional needs, by prior booking only. Spaces are now extremely limited. You 

can enquire into booking via events@stlawrencebovingdon.com 

There is also an Online Pumpkin Carving Competition, hosted by the Bovingdon Faceook group. Full de-

tails can be found on the SLCB Light Party FB page: https://www.facebook.com/SLCBLightParty 

 

SLCB OUTDOOR CHRISTMAS MARKET: 

St Lawrence's Christmas Market has had a revamp! On 20th November, 2-6pm we will have over 20 stalls, 

all of which are local independent traders, providing homemade and unique Christmas cards, gifts and 

decorations - all being sold in an outdoor Christmas market.  

 

A perfect way to support local businesses this Christmas! Come and have a hot chocolate or mulled 

wine, enjoy a mince pie or the infamous SLCB cupcakes, and browse the stalls in a wonderfully festive 

atmosphere.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL: 

Bovingdon Christmas Tree Festival applications are OPEN! 

What is a Christmas Tree Festival? 

In short, the local community comes together to create a display of beautifully decorated trees, to raise 

money for 1st Bovingdon Scouts hut renovation & St Lawrence Church. Pitches are £25 and include a 

beautiful 5ft tree from Bovingdon Christmas Trees that you can take home after the event if you wish. In 

order for this event to be a success, we need the support of the local community. 

We currently have 30 spaces left to fill! If you would like to take part on behalf of a businesses or groups - 

or you are simply a family who loves Christmas, the application form is here: https://forms.gle/

rsSDiD6bdTP2C5Wp9 Full details available at: www.slcbxmas.blogspot.com 

 

STOCKING DECORATING COMPETITION 

As part of the Bovingdon Christmas Tree Festival we are holding a Children's Christmas Stocking Decorating 

Competition! For just £2 per stocking, children can decorate a stocking however they like to be in with a 

chance of winning a prize!!! All monies raised will go towards supporting SLCB and the 1st Bovingdon Scouts 

Hut Reno Fund. 

We need to order the stocking blanks fairly soon, so if you are interested in taking part, please fill in one of 

the online forms HERE: https://forms.gle/LRn3X73G8v6EXiC36 as soon as possible. The stocking blanks will be 

ready for collection at the SLCB Outdoor Christmas Market on November 20th. Payment on collection. The 

decorated stockings will be displayed at the Christmas Tree Festival 3-6th December 2021. 

Christmas at St Lawrence 

Church 


