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Welcome back to all our families after half term, we hope you had a restful break. As we head into our ’Christmas 

term’ we are delighted to share our Christmas Countdown with you for all the lovely events we have planned 

throughout December. These exciting plans are of course all subject to us staying safe within school and as you will 

have seen Hertfordshire schools have been recommended that staff and visitors now wear masks when in school, this 

does include parents at drop off and pick up. Thank you for your continual support! Enjoy your weekend!  Mrs Breslin 
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Quote of the Week 

 “The difference between Try and Triumph is a little Umph” - 
Marvin Phillips 

This Week’s Achievements 
 

This week’s Certificates of Achievement went to:  
 

Freddie F & Eli P (Pearl class) 
Nella D-C (Opal class)  

 
Darby S & Georgina P (Moonstone class) 

James F & Charlie C (Diamond class) 
 

Jenson M  & Matias V (Ruby class) 
Blake B & Oliver M (Garnet class)  

 

Max M & Alfie G  (Jade class)  
 Rose A & Max Z (Emerald class) 

 

Hewey D-C (Citrine class) 
 Sophia M (Amber class) 

 
Riyu P (Topaz class) 

Daniella W (Turquoise) 
 

Everyone  (Sapphire class) 
Albert C (Aquamarine class)  

 

 Michael K (Tanzanite class) 
Poppy T & Amelia B (Amethyst class) 

Key Dates 
 08/11—Reception 2022 School Tour 
 11/11—18/11—Book Fair 
 11/11—Remembrance Day Parade 
 15/11—Year 2 Florence Nightingale Day 
 15/11—JDRF Diabetes Challenge  
 16/11—JDRF Y2 Diabetes Challenge 
 18/11— Reception 2022 School Tour 
 26/11—Occasional Day (School Closed) 
 21/12—School closes at 1.30pm for  Christmas 
 05/01—INSET Day 
 06/01—Children return to school 

Bovingdon’s Book Club  
 

Our weekly book                              
recommendation this week 

comes from our Year 4 team and is: 
'The Twits'. The Twits is one of Mr 

Watts' favourite Roald Dahl books. 
Mr Watts has fond memories of               

reading this when he was young 
and finding delight in the disgusting   
habits that Mr and Mrs Twit had. This 
is a must read for anyone who loves 

a good story (adults included).  

Aspire  
 

Certificates are given to pupils who have shone in 
class during the week for any number of reasons 

including being brave, kind, well-mannered or hard 
working. 

Welcome back to all of our children and parents, we hope 
you had a lovely October half-term. It was a busy week for 
us, with our premises team working hard on the upkeep of 
facilities, refurbishments and installation of a new phone 

system in all schools. We had our second Trust focus meeting 
of the year yesterday, centred around this year’s topic of 

‘The Arts’. Our Executive Principal Lyndon Evans met with the 
new Arts working party, to discuss a range of exciting ideas 

for an art exhibition across all of our schools later in the year. 
Following each meeting, new suggestions, ideas and               

resources will be shared and developed with the children. 

Year 6 Girls Table Tennis 

U11 Girls Dacorum Table Tennis                       

Tournament this week. The team                      

narrowly missed out on the semi-finals 

on ‘points scored’ having been level 

on games won! A great effort!!    

Year 5/Year 6 Cross Country 

Outstanding effort from all 

our cross country runners 

on Thursday at the finals of 

District Cross Country.  An 

amazing achievement for 

all! 

Year 6 Boys Table Tennis 

Our boys Table Tennis players were 

fantastic, despite not making it 

through to the semi finals the boys  

improved massively throughout!   

We will be setting up a table tennis club for 

lunchtimes! 

Thank you!  
Year 4 would like to extend a huge 

thank you to Mr Hilliard for his help with 
our World War Two topic. The children 

loved hearing about his personal                      
experience of World War Two and this 

experience allowed the children to 
link our topic with the local area.   

Remembrance Day Parade 
Year 5 & 6 will be going to St Lawrence 

Church to lay a wreath at the memorial. All 
attendees will observe a two-minute silence 
at the Church at 11am. The Parade will be 

led by our Head Boy and Head Girl.  
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Nursery 
 

Welcome back! This week in Nursery, we have 

enjoyed learning about the changes to our  

environment and the season of Autumn. There 

are so many wonderful events in the month of 

November, however our highlight this week is               

creating sparkly, shimmery fireworks. Each child 

has learnt about Diwali and Firework night and how lights 

are a way of showing and celebrating past events. We 

made the fireworks with breadsticks, chocolate and  

sprinkles, they looked amazing and tasty too!  

Reception 
Reception settled back into the                

classroom rules and routines                           
fantastically after the holidays.                      

Reception have had an explosive week 
learning about bonfire night and       

fireworks. They learnt about the history 
of Bonfire night, created their own             

firework paintings and used their senses 
to describe what fireworks look like and 
sound like. They then created their own 

firework poems using their senses.  

Year 1 
This week in English we have started to 

read the story 'Toys in Space' by Mini 

Grey. At the start of the story the toys 

are accidentally left in the garden at 

night time. We thought about how the 

the toys might feel and what they 

might see looking up at the night sky. 

We came up with some fantastic ideas like stars, the 

moon, fireworks and shooting stars. Then we created our 

own starry night pictures using paints and glitter on black 

paper.  

Year 2 
This week in Year 2 we have 

started our new English topic 

'Brilliant Beasts'. Our first focus 

story is 'The Lonely Beast' by 

Chris Judge. We have been 

thinking about how the               

characters in the story could 

be feeling from the information 

in the illustrations. We have also 

role played being both the beast and the towns people 

and explored our feelings in character.  

Year 3 
Year 3 have done brilliantly in what has 

been a busy first week back! In          

geography we have been looking at 

maps of the United Kingdom and            

Identifying some large cities. We have 

then used compass points to identify 

the relative location of where some cities are to others. In 

science, we have started our new unit on forces and the 

children worked in pairs to demonstrate different              

examples of push and pull forces. We have also been 

getting to grips with writing non-chronological reports on 

British wildlife.  

Year 4 
 

Year 5 
This week, Year 5 went on a school trip to 

the STEM Discovery Centre in Stevenage. 

The children were lucky enough to learn 

about the research that is being carried 

out there and they saw the actual Mars 

Rover that will be sent to Mars in 2022. In 

addition, they took part in two different 'make and build' 

activities and got to spend time in the interactive section 

where they enjoyed experimenting and thinking                           

scientifically. We were very impressed with the mature 

attitude of all the children throughout the trip.  

Year 6 
 

This week, Year 6 have been reading 
'The Viewer' by Gary Crew and Shaun 

Tan in English lessons to inspire                    
descriptive writing. The children have 
been learning to use  semi-colons and 
colons to vary sentence length. In DT 
we have started researching types of 
bags in preparation for designing and                      

creating our own products in a few 
weeks.  

French Phrase of the week 

“Salut“ - Hi/Bye 

 
 

We have continued to explore addition 

this week. The children have played at 

being the teacher where they had to 

identify mistakes made and give written 

feedback (to an imaginary group of              

children) explaining where the                            

calculation went wrong and what needs 

to be done in order to work through it 

correctly. We discussed food chains as 

part of our science learning and the adults were                            

incredibly impressed with the children's knowledge and 

    understanding.  



 

26th November    Occasional Day - School Closed  

 

1st/2nd December   EYFS Christmas Sing-A-Long 

 

6th December    Key Stage 1 Visit Pantomime  

 

7th/8th/9th December  Key Stage 1 Christmas Production 

 

9th December    Key Stage 2 Visit Pantomime 

 

14th/15th December   Key Stage 2 Christmas Production 

 

16th December    Festive Fun-Day & Christmas Lunch 

 

21st December     Half-Day School Closes at 1.30pm 

 

5th January     INSET Day 

 

6th January     Pupils Return  To School 

Christmas at Bovingdon 
Primary Academy 


