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Telephone: 01442 979470        Friday February 12th 2021  

E-mail Address: admin@aspireacademies.org.uk 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Cancellation of National Tests 

You may have heard in the news and through social media that the government recently made the decision 
to cancel a range of Primary School assessments due to have taken place during the summer term 2021. 

The following assessments, scheduled between April and July 2021, have been cancelled: 

Reception Baseline Test 
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check 
KS1 teacher assessments 
KS2 tests and teacher assessments 
Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

The Government are planning for a full programme of primary assessments to take place in the 2021/22 
academic year. 

Despite these cancellations, we wanted to assure you that we will continue to use assessment to inform 
our teaching throughout the year, as we always do. Teachers use assessments in different ways, on a daily 
basis. This kind of assessment is most valuable, because it gives teachers reliable information on an on-
going basis, about what children have learnt and understood and what should be taught next. Testing the 
children is just one part of the assessment process.  

During the remainder of the year, schools will continue to make use of high quality assessments. This may 
include the use of previous years SATs papers and other assessments. These are as vital now as they have 
ever been, where teachers are closely monitoring the impact of COVID-19 on the children’s learning.  

Teachers will be able to provide you with information at the end of the year, which will give you a clear 
picture of your child’s learning, based on their own assessments. In many ways, we feel that teacher 
assessments are more reliable than tests, because teachers know the children really well and have the skills 
and abilities to reach reliable conclusions about their achievements.  
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As a Trust, we also engage in training across all of our schools, which support teachers in reaching 
consistent judgements.  

In addition, as is the case every year, your child’s school will ensure that a comprehensive transition 
process is implemented at the end of the year, so the children feel ready to move to their new classes, and 
for those currently in year 6, to secondary school.  

I know that your child’s school will be keeping you informed about your child’s achievements between now 
and the end of the year and that the cancellation of the government’s tests will not negatively impact your 
child’s learning or the school’s reporting processes. 

Kind regards. 

 

Lyndon Evans, Executive Principal 

 

 

 


