
Quote of the Week 

“The secret of getting ahead is getting started.” 

Mark Twain 

Bovingdon Primary Academy’s weekly 

Newsletter 
26th November 2020 Belonging. Possibilities. Achievement. 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

We’re all very thankful to Burston Garden centre for delivering us two beautiful Christmas trees which we will be putting up and 

decorating next week!  We also have included a page in our newsletter this week to discuss all the Christmas festivities going 

ahead at Bovingdon, please note the key dates for your children. We are trying to keep parents and carers involved as much as 

we possibly can with Covid restrictions. I have been spending time reading with nursery this week and am looking forward to   

extending that to reception as we lead up to Christmas.  

 Mrs S Breslin (School Principal) 

Important Information 

 Year 3 - Please remember to bring your      

pyjamas to school on Tuesday 1st              

December ready for our Christmas surprise!  

 If you are interested in your child joining   

activity clubs please see the club letter that 

has come out today.  

 Nursery - Please ensure you bring in a festive or 

sparkly jumper 7th - 10th December as children 

are practising & filming their virtual Christmas show. 

 Library books - We have spoken to Hertfordshire 

Libraries -  all books have been extended until 1st    

February, if you have received a letter please  

disregard any information about charges and 

where possible return the book via the post box at 

the side of the library.  

In the Spotlight  

 

Mr Robinson has been leading active 

maths interventions for Years 3 - 5 this 

week, which all the children have really 

enjoyed!  

 

This is a great opportunity to combine 

two very important subjects to benefit 

the children. This will continue until 

Christmas and into the spring term.  

Bovingdon Book Club 
Our book recommendation this week is 

from Mrs Johnson, one of our LSAs, she 

has chosen ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by 

Michelle Magorian suitable for  upper 

KS2 children.  

Goodnight Mister Tom follows the story 

of 8 year old evacuee William Beech 

who is sent to live in the heart of the 

English countryside during the Second 

World War. He lives with an elderly   

recluse Tom Oakley. The story follows 

how they are both Tom and William 

change and learn from each other .  

This Week’s Achievements 
This week’s Certificates of Achievement went to: 

Jayme (Pearl class) 

Aidan (Opal class)  

Ruby & Matias (Moonstone class) 

Amiyah & Grace (Diamond class) 

Kian-James & Aria (Ruby class) 

Jessica & Oliver (Garnet class) 

Briana & Edward (Jade class) 

Benjamin & Mason (Emerald class) 

Darcie (Citrine class) 

Sienna (Amber class) 

Theo & Niamh (Topaz class) 

Noah (Turquoise) 

Rihanna & Summa-Louise (Sapphire class) 

Mia & Millie (Aquamarine class) 

Izzy and Louis (Tanzanite class) 

Adam and Amelie (Amethyst class) 

These certificates are given to pupils who have shone in 

class during the week for any number of reasons includ-

ing being brave, kind, well-mannered or hard working. 

 

Attendance Award: Pearl 100% and Topaz 100% 

Punctuality Award: Jade 98% and Amethyst 100% 

Aspire  
This week, English leaders and PSHE leaders met across 

the Trust to share good practice and ideas for how the     

subject leaders can work together in the future. Yesterday 

was the final Aspiring Leaders training session which was at-

tended by colleagues across the Trust. The training was really          

successful and has given some of our middle leaders a   

deeper understanding of leadership that they can use in their 

future careers. 
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Nursery 
Nursery children enjoyed making hot 
chocolate and counting how many 
marshmallows they each had! Some 
were able to explain how many they 
had left if they ate some. Mrs Breslin    

visited Nursery to read a story with the 
children. As we have been learning 
about colours, the children noticed    
colours in the story and were very       

excited to share their favourite colour 
with Mrs Breslin and why they like them.  

Reception 
We have been making 

rockets out of junk   
modelling in DT. Pupils 
have thought about 

how they can use      
different things to       

represent different parts 
of their rockets by     

planning them first and 
using various materials. 

They all look great!  

Year 1 
This week we have become authors 

in Literacy. We have been writing 

our own story in the style of Lost in 

the Toy Museum.  

In DT, we have been designing and 

making a moving picture and have 

all spent a long time on our designs.  

Year 2 
This half-term, Year 2 have been     

creating their own games in PE, focus-

ing on the skills of passing, dribbling 

and aiming. The children have       

enjoyed designing games with a   

partner and explaining the games to 

their classmates.  

Year 3 
This week we have been exploring the hills and mountains 

of the UK. We have stood atop Ben Nervis (on Google 

Earth that is!) and learnt 

about the 'Three Peaks Chal-

lenge'.  Our geographers 

have also sorted activities 

into ones that are suited to 

mountain life.  

 

Year 4 
In Year 4, we have been studying 

play scripts this week. We have 

looked at the features of a script 

including the particular way they are 

set out. On Wednesday and      

Thursday we wrote our own play scripts based on 'The 

Chocolate Room' scene from Roald Dah's Charlie and 

The Chocolate Factory. We included adverbs and stage 

directions to bring the script to life.  

Year 5 
In P.E. this week, Year 5 have 

really enjoyed practising a 

range of hockey skills. They 

have all gained confidence 

overall and are able to now 

control and pass the ball.  We 

spoke about how different 

positions in hockey might use 

different types of passing. 

Year 6 
In science this week we have been 

learning about parts of the blood. The 

children created their own visual        

example of blood using cheerios,   

marshmallows, pom-poms and orange 

squash! Each item represented a        

different part of the blood. 

French Phrase of the week 

“A demain” - See you tomorrow  



Friday 11th  

December 

Christmas Jumper Day to raise    

money for Save the Children and...  

The Santa Dash to raise money for 

Hospice of St Francis  
 

Children should come to school in 

their school uniform but can wear a 

Christmas jumper in place of their 

school jumper/PE sweatshirt. They 

are also allowed to wear one festive 

accessory (e.g. Santa hat).  

 
 

We are asking for a voluntary       

donation for these wonderful      

causes.  Details to follow.  

The Christmas  

Post-box 

BAPA’s Christmas Raffle 

 

 

 

 

 

The raffle must go on… Usually, we'd all be looking forward to the Christmas Fayre 

by now, and whilst our events are on hold, the Christmas Raffle isn't - although this 

time, with a new twist! This year we will be raffling some fabulous hampers!  
 

We will be collecting donations on Thursday 10th December on the playground 

(at drop-off). Please send your child /children into school with a (NEW) gift         

donation from the categories listed below: 

Nursery and Reception - (Sealed) biscuits and sweet treats (bars, tins, jars or boxes) 

Year 1 and Year 2 - Bubbles, toiletries and beauty care (gift sets or singles) 

Year 3 and Year 4 - Games, toys or arts and crafts 

Year 5 and Year 6 - Bottles - soft drinks and alcoholic (think tombola prizes) 
 

Also, if anyone has any business contacts that would like to donate a prize to our 

raffle, or indeed run their own business and happy to donate a prize, please     

contact the office for the attention of BAPA.   

BAPA’s Design a Christmas Card Competition 

 

 

 

 

If your child would like to enter, they  will need to create a festive Christmas design on 

a blank A4 piece of paper (portrait) and submit it to their class teacher by Friday 11th 

December.  The entry fee is £1 so please attach this to the entry.  
 

Every entry will receive a chocolate. The winning card from each phase will also     

receive a special prize and will be the phase’s virtual Christmas card that will be sent 

to all families before the Christmas holidays.  

Make them bright,  bold and beautiful to spread some festive cheer.  

Every year, children can send Christmas 

cards to other children around the 

school.  We want to continue this       

tradition however we have made a few 

changes to keep everyone safe.  
 

Every year group will have their own 

mini post-box in the treehouse.          

Children can post cards on Mondays—

Thursdays each week. Cards will then 

be left to quarantine (Thursday -       

Sunday) in the post-boxes. They will 

then be collected on Monday morning 

and delivered.  
 

Please ensure cards are clearly labelled 

with the child’s name and class.  



Following the success of ‘Funtastic’ Friday last half-term… 

BAPA present... 

Wednesday 16th December 

We are inviting children to come to school in festive attire: 

Christmas jumpers, costumes or non-uniform.  

 

Every class will create their own Christmas decorations, play 

festive games and even get to have a story with Santa. He 

may even have a little gift too!   

 

Reception - Year 6 will enjoy a Christmas dinner on this day. 

Nursery will have lots of delicious treats awaiting them in 

their classrooms.  

 

Children will also have the opportunity to watch our 

‘virtual’ Christmas event in their classrooms.   

The link to this will also be sent to parents and carers for 

you to enjoy at home as a family.  
 

We are asking for a voluntary donation to cover the cost of 

the day and to raise funds for the school. We are proposing 

£5 however please give whatever you can. Information on 

how to donate will be sent nearer the time.   


