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         Friday November 27th 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
ASPIRE Parent Bulletin 4 – Autumn Term 2 

 
Welcome to the latest Aspire bulletin.  
 
As we move towards the last few weeks of a long autumn term, everyone within Aspire Academies Trust 
would like to thank parents and families for continuing to support your child’s school and the staff teams 
who run them. Strong relationships and communication between parents and schools are vital, more so 
now than ever.  
 
School Reviews 
In recent weeks, most of our schools had an in-depth learning review, carried out by an external consultant. 
One school will have theirs after Christmas. We’re really pleased to report that all of the reviews were very 
positive, acknowledging the hard work and good progress each school is making, in relation to the priority 
areas that were the focus for the day. Despite the additional challenges the pandemic is bringing, to receive 
this kind of recognition is heartening and certainly well worth celebrating.  
 
Introducing Ollee 
With many children spending more time online, ensuring their online safety is really important. Parents can 
access a great deal of support in this area. Ollee is a digital friend for children aged between 8 and 11, 
created by Parent Zone and funded by Children in Need’s ‘A Million and Me’ initiative, which aims to make 
a difference to children’s emotional well-being.  Ollee covers a wide range of subjects and helps children to 
identify feelings associated with different experiences, as well as giving advice. For more information and to 
locate the App, follow the link. 
https://parentzone.org.uk/Ollee  
 
WhatsApp New Feature 
The age requirement to use WhatsApp is 16. However, we wanted to bring to your attention a new 
‘disappearing messages’ feature within it. Messages between friends will automatically disappear within 7 
days, thereby removing any evidence of inappropriate behaviour, should it be required further down the 
line. It’s worth being aware of this feature and to remind children of the importance of sharing any 
concerns with you immediately, so that screen shots can be kept, if necessary. 
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The Snowman and the Snowdog 
This year the Red Cross have chosen this lovely story as the theme for their 
December Kindness Calendar. You can download the calendar via the link, along with 
a range of creative ideas and resources to help encourage everyone to show 
kindness. There’s even a certificate to celebrate acts of kindness, which the children 
might like.  
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-resources/the-snowman-and-
snowdog-kindness-calendar?dm_i=6O59,3O8A,1EU6IC,EVZK,1##  
 
Christmas Preparations 
As you would expect, our schools are all making plans for Christmas, which is the most 
exciting time of the year for the children! Obviously, this year is going to be very different. Staff will be 
planning for an exciting end of term, within the limitations of the pandemic and there will have to be some 
changes from the norm. Please look out for communications from school over the coming days and weeks 
for further details. We would really appreciate your understanding and co-operation if things don’t look 
quite the same as they usually do and if this means we all have to adapt and accept some compromises at 
this time.  
 
We hope you’re able to enjoy a relaxing weekend. 
 
Kind regards. 

 

Vicky Parsey    Lyndon Evans 
 
Vicky Parsey and Lyndon Evans 
CEO and Executive Principal  
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