
Quote of the Week 
“Never be limited by other people’s limited imaginations”   

Dr. Mae Jemison 

Bovingdon Primary Academy’s weekly 

Newsletter 
23rd October 2020 Belonging. Possibilities. Achievement. 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

This week, I have been giving out more house point awards before we break up for half term, I have loved meeting with the    

children and discussing their exemplary behaviour, achievements and all the effort they have put in this half term. As we are not 

in school next week, please can we all remember to talk about kind hands and kind words at home, this way we can come back 

for the Christmas term ready to learn and share. I’d love to congratulate my amazing team at Bovingdon for a fantastic half term 

and including our amazing catering team at Bovingdon who were inspected by environmental health yesterday and got a 5 star 

rating! I wish you all a restful, safe and happy half term.  

 

Mrs S Breslin (School Principal) 

Important Information 
 Deadline for Y6 Secondary applications is             

Saturday 31st  October 

 Back to school after half-term                                

Monday 2nd November  

 Occasional day Friday 27th November  

 School finishes at 1.30pm on Friday 18th December 

when we break up for Christmas 

Book Club 

Miss Borsos has recommended a KS2 book       

‘There's a boy in the girls bathroom’ There's a 

Boy in the Girls' Bathroom is a 1987 juvenile 

fiction book from the author Louis Sachar, 

about a fifth-grade bully named Bradley 

whose behaviour improves after intervention 

from a school counsellor.  

Sports Update 
Children have taken part the Dacorum Schools Virtual Cross 

Country. Each year group has a boy & girl winner and they 

have received certificates in school. In addition the aver-

age time for each class has been recorded to show which 

class was the overall winner! 

  

This Week’s Achievements 
This week’s Certificates of Achievement went to: 

Hannah (Pearl class) 

Elliot (Opal class)  

George L & Romilly(Moonstone class) 

Achaia & Joseph(Diamond class) 

Aarin P & Lily W (Ruby class) 

Tommy P & Blake B(Garnet class) 

Evie Y & Sean C (Jade class) 

Bella G & Ashton E (Emerald class) 

Paige C-M (Citrine class) 

Finn J (Amber class) 

Hattie & Archie (Topaz class) 

Molly & Jasmine (Turquoise) 

Amalie R & Jack S (Sapphire class) 

Amelie B & Ryan B (Aquamarine class) 

 Florence N & Aimee D (Tanzanite class) 

Amaiya L & India B (Amethyst class) 

These certificates are given to pupils who have shone in 

class during the week for any number of reasons including 

being brave, kind, well-mannered or hard working. 

Attendance Award: Ruby 99.6% & Topaz 99.3% 

Punctuality Award:  Moonstone 99.35% & Sapphire 100% 

   Aspire  
Aspire would like to say a big thank you to all staff for all 

the hard work that has gone on since September. We are 

ensuring all schools stay as safe as possible and are happy our 

high standards are being upheld across the trust. 

            BAPA 
BAPA AGM Meeting took place this morning 
where they voted for the new positions within 

the charity.  
Please see below new roles and members. 

Chair - Michelle Black 
Deputy Chair - Alison Thody  

Secretary - Clare Ward 
Treasure - Victoria Norman 
Vice Treasurer - Bea Fussell 

New Members - Olya Mills and Dan Hurrell 
We would like to give a huge thanks to our former chair 

Natalie Heald, as well as Georgina Howard & Sarah Beales 
for their dedication & hard work to BAPA over the         
combined years they have volunteered for BAPA. 

  Boy Girl Class 

Year 1 300m James T Skala C Garnet 

Year 2 500m Alex R Bluebelle T Jade 

Year 3 800m Nathan W Maddie M Amber 

Year 4 1200m Harry D Bea R Topaz 

Year 5 1600m Alfie B Eimear M Aquamarine 

Year 6 2000m Tom E Freya W Tanzanite 
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Nursery 
We have been reading 'Pumpkin Soup' 

by Helen Cooper. Working together as 

a team, using spoons and scoops to 

make soup together. We spoke how 

pumpkin is made from seeds inside and 

how pumpkins can grow to be various 

shapes, sizes and colours. The children 

described how the pumpkin felt, looked  

and smelt and used paint to decorate.  

Reception 
In Reception we have learned about the 

importance of healthy eating based on 

the research of Marie Daly. The children 

have been busy creating their own 

healthy lunchboxes and discussed what 

makes it healthy. The children have also 

thought about other ways to help their 

bodies healthy through exercise and 

making sure they rest.  

Year 1 
This week in Geography we have 

been comparing  London with  

Lima, the capital city of Peru. We 

talked about what we knew about 

the two cities and the similarities 

and differences between them. 

The children have really enjoyed their Geography lessons 

this half term and have impressed us with their enthusiasm 

to learn. Keep it up Year 1! 

Year 2 
This week Year 2 have thoroughly   

enjoyed learning about Mary Seacole 

as part of Black History Month. We 

worked very hard to write lovely fact 

files using notes from our research. We 

were amazed by her life, please ask us 

questions as we'd love to share our 

information with you. 

Year 3 
Breaking news in Bovingdon! We have 

been blown away by the exciting     

reports that have been sent in for  

homework this week. We were so       

impressed by our budding presenters 

and their enthusiastic deliveries. Well 

done for all your hard work this half-term - have a lovely 

break.  

Reminder : As of next half term, the children will need two 

handwriting pens in school.  

Year 4 
We ended our topic looking 

at Bovingdon and World War 

2. They used their fantastic 

learning and super research 

skills to create a fact file 

about WW2 and Bovingdon 

was during this time. We 

found out about evacuees 

and how some children had to travel as far as Canada.  

Year 5 
This week, Year 5 finished their Space 

topic in science by learning about 

the Moon and how it moves in rela-

tion to the Sun and Earth. They made 

a model to show the Moon orbiting 

Earth whilst Earth orbits the Sun. 

Year 6 
On Tuesday, Year 6 became Victorian children. With dirty 
faces and ragged clothing and 
attended Victorian school where 
they practised the 3 Rs - reading, 
writing and arithmetic. Teachers 
were very strict, Year 6 could be 
heard chanting the school rules. 
Hands were inspected but luckily 
everyone stayed quiet so the cane wasn't needed!  
Reminder : Please ensure Year 6 children have full PE kit 
after half term for outdoor lessons. This should include 
black joggers and black jumper. 

French Phrase of the week 

“Salut” - Hi/Bye  



Nursery 

Marley Dias “I know my opinions and I can express my opinions 

because I always saw other young black girls in books doing 

that.”  

Marley Dias has successfully campaigned for 

‘1000 black girl books’  when she was only 12 

years old. The books featured African American 

people as central characters. 

Reception 

Marie Daly “Its like you learn to swim by swimming, you 

learn courage by couraging”  

Marie Daly was a biochemist, who researched the body 

and found a link between how fatty and sugary foods 

effect how the heart pumps blood around the body. Therefore we 

need to have a healthy balanced diet. She was the first African 

American woman to be award a PhD in Chemistry in the USA. 

Year 1 

Marcus Rashford “Always train hard, work harder, never give up, 

never give in & believe in you” Marcus Rashford is a footballer 

who plays for Manchester United and England, he has a keen 

interest in charity and activism. Recently championing free 

school meals for children during the covid national  lockdown.   

Alma Woodsey Thomas “Through colour, I have sought to     

concentrate on beauty and happiness rather than man’s      

inhumanity to man.”  Alma Woodsey Thomas  was an African-

American expressionist painter and educator  best known for 

her colourful abstract paintings.  

Ruby Bridges “The only thing that can stop you is you!”  Ruby 

Bridges is an American civil rights activist, she was the only black 

student at her Louisiana elementary school in the early 1960s,  

when schools were segregated. 

Year 2 

Mary Seacole “And the grateful words and smile 

which reward me for binding up a wound or giving a 

cooling drink is a pleasure worth risking my life for at 

any time”  

Mary Seacole was a British-Jamaican nurse, healer 

and businesswoman. During the Crimean War she set 

up the ‘British Hotel’ to nurse wounded and sick servicemen and 

officers.  Mary applied to the War Office to be included among 

the nursing contingent but was refused, so she travelled inde-

pendently and set up her hotel and tended to the battlefield 

wounded. After the war she was left without any money so in 

1857 a four-day fundraising gala took place on the banks of the 

river Thames to honour Mary Seacole. Crowds of 80,000           

attended including  veterans and their families as well as Royalty. 

Year 3 

Katherine Johnson “I don’t have a feeling of inferiority. Never 

had. I’m as good as anybody, but no better.”  

Katherine Johnson  was an American       

mathematician whose calculations of orbital 

mechanics as a NASA Employee were critical 

to the success of the first and subsequent U.S 

crewed spaceflights, including the first moon 

landings. Katherine has won countless 

awards, co-written 26 scientific papers and 

has been awarded the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom by Barak Obama, she was cited as 

a pioneering example of African-American 

women in STEM. The critically acclaimed 2016 film, ‘Hidden   

Figures’ was based on Katherine Johnson and her female     

colleagues at NASA.  

Year 4 
Stormzy “I read so many books when I was a kid, I didn't even 

know they were shaping me up” 

Stomzy is a British rapper who is known for his controversial and 

outspoken comments on UK Politics. Stormzy has funded the 

‘Stomzy Scholarship for Black UK Students’ at the University of 

Cambridge which covers tuition cost for two students and 

maintenance grants for up to four years. 

 

Ella Fitzgerald “Just don’t give up trying to do what 

you really want to do. Where there is love and    

inspiration, I don’t think you can go wrong.”  

Ella Fitzgerald was an American Jazz singer who 

turned to singing after a troubled childhood where 

she worked for the Mafia and lived on the streets, so 

it is perhaps surprising that her purity of voice has 

charmed audiences since she first recorded music.  

Year 5 

Mae Jemison “Don’t let anyone rob you of your imagination, 

your creativity, or your curiosity. It’s your place in the world; its 

your life. Go on and do all you can with it, 

and make it the life you want to live.” 

Mae Jemison was the first black woman to 

travel into space, Mae joined NASA in 1987 

and she serviced as a mission specialist 

in1992, where she orbited the Earth for nearly 

eight days. She has won countless awards 

and honorary doctorates. After her return to 

Earth, Jemison resigned from NASA in 1993.  

She founded her own company The Jemison 

Group and later the BioSentitent Corp.  

Year 6 

Claudette Colvin “I knew then and I know now that, when it 

comes to justice, there is no easy way to get it. You can’t sugar-

coat it. You have to take a stand and say, “This is not right.” 

Claudette Colvin was a pioneer of the 1950s civil rights move-

ment, she was arrested at the age of 15 in Montgomery, Ala-

bama, for refusing to give up her seat to a white woman on a 

crowded, segregated bus. This occurred nine months before the 

similar and more widely known incident involving Rosa Parks.   

Rosa Parks “Each person must live their life as a model for       

others” Rosa Parks was an American activist best 

known for her pivotal role in the Montgomery bus 

boycott, where she refused to give up her seat to a 

white passenger. She later went on to organise and 

collaborate with civil rights leaders, Edgar Nixon and 

Martin Luther King Jr.  

Black History Month 


