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         Friday September 11th 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

ASPIRE Parent Bulletin – Autumn Term 1 
 
Welcome to the latest Aspire bulletin.  
 
We have been delighted to welcome back all of the children at the start of the autumn term, some of 
whom we hadn’t seen for five months. We hope the children also felt pleased to be back. 
 
Despite the challenges you’ve all been facing in recent weeks, we hope you all managed to enjoy some 
relaxation during the summer.  
 
As you know, Aspire, our Principals and staff teams have been working incredibly hard work to plan for the 
safe return of all pupils and staff and making the first few days back as successful as they have been. This 
has certainly not been an easy task and there have been some major challenges. A couple of weeks in, we 
hope that routines are gradually becoming familiar and easier.  
 
We’re aware that the vast majority of parents have been very appreciative and school staff have been 
grateful for your support and understanding. 
 
The coming weeks and months are going to bring fresh challenges, but we’re all hopeful that with all pupils 
back in school, we’ll be able to gradually achieve some sense of routine and consistency and that we’ll all 
adapt to the way schools look and feel now. 
 
Safety 
Everyone’s safety is our highest priority. Having invested so much time and effort into making schools safe 
places, we urge all parents to follow the guidance given by Aspire, your Principals and government, and to 
conscientiously keep safety and hygiene a high priority. There is a danger that we become complacent with 
time, which we need to avoid. We’d like to thank you for your on-going help and support in following your 
child’s school guidance and in supporting staff to ensure the school day runs smoothly.  
 
Communication 
During lockdown and before the summer break, communication between schools and families was very 
strong and we really want to maintain this. This is particularly important whilst parents are not able to call 
in at school, in the same way as you once did. Please remember to use your school’s agreed, preferred 
means of communication, particularly if you have any concerns. Procedures for informing families if school 
is concerned about possible or confirmed COVID cases is very clear and you would be notified straight 
away. We intend to continue to produce these bulletins on a monthly basis.  
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Absence 
The government has been very clear that they now expect all pupils to be back at school. There are now 
very few exceptions to this; ‘Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with 
clinical or public health advice’, supported by written evidence of this, absences will be authorised and 
school will provide home learning. However, in all other cases, absence won’t be authorised and work 
won’t be provided to be completed at home. 
 
In addition, where families are currently having to quarantine, having returned from holidays in countries 
the government says present an unacceptably high risk, absence won’t be authorised. Beyond this period 
of quarantine, schools won’t be providing any home learning if families take future holidays, in the same 
way; eg. October half-term, Christmas.  
 
Support 
We’re conscious that you have been sent a number of resources to support you, as parents, at this time. 
We also understand that many of you will have been feeling anxious about sending your child back to 
school. We hope the first couple of weeks of term have gone some way to helping to reduce anxiety levels. 
Below are some further links to some leaflets, videos and images, designed to reassure you.  
leaflets   gov.uk/backtoschool 
 
Despite the obvious changes schools have had to make, we are committed to ensuring all children have 
access to, and can enjoy the full curriculum. We have also been very clear with all staff, that time is needed 
to re-build staff:pupil relationships, to reassure the children and to support them in getting back into their 
‘normal’ routines. The children need to be in the right state of mind to learn effectively and this means 
feeling settled, safe, confident and happy.  
 
We look forward to working with you all this term and to seeing the children thrive.  
 
We hope you’re able to enjoy a relaxing weekend. 
 
Kind regards. 

 

Vicky Parsey    Lyndon Evans 
 
Vicky Parsey and Lyndon Evans 
CEO and Executive Principal  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjguMjYyNTE3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Nvcm9uYXZpcnVzcmVzb3VyY2VzLnBoZS5nb3YudWsvc2Nob29scy0vcmVzb3VyY2VzL3BhcmVudHMtbGVhZmxldHMvP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.kTBpzh-cjvt7plC3PWZ9eyT_f_N4RT09VfRpnHm9bqw/s/788240306/br/82940990393-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MjguMjYyNTE3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvd2hhdC1wYXJlbnRzLWFuZC1jYXJlcnMtbmVlZC10by1rbm93LWFib3V0LWVhcmx5LXllYXJzLXByb3ZpZGVycy1zY2hvb2xzLWFuZC1jb2xsZWdlcy1kdXJpbmctdGhlLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWNvdmlkLTE5LW91dGJyZWFrP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1EZkUrQzE5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.MmyLWIfzZn4leCFH3NVWQyO_0Uib0An6kBvHRM8UTUY/s/788240306/br/82940990393-l

