
WHO IS TO BLAME?

RMS TITANIC



TUESDAY 12TH MAY 
LI: TO WRITE AN ARGUMENT TEXT

Why did Titanic sink 

when it was meant 

to be unsinkable?

On April 15, 1912, the Titanic sank on its maiden voyage after striking an iceberg, killing 

more than 1,500 people. The “unsinkable” had sunk. But how? The floating palace was 

supposed to be unsinkable…

Watch this clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ofctE1C7AU

Jot down the reasons why the Titanic sunk. You could use a mind map like the one below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ofctE1C7AU
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LI: TO WRITE AN ARGUMENT TEXT

Following the disaster, His Majesty’s Government (back in England) now wants an 
inquiry into ‘Who is to blame for the sinking of RMS Titanic?’ to ensure justice is 
served for those who lost their lives in the middle of the Atlantic and their bereaved 
family members.

Using the information you have found already, can you make a list of ‘who is to 

blame’? Include why they might be to blame. Are there any reasons why they might 

not be to blame? 

Who is to blame? Why are they to be 

blamed?

Why should they not be 

blamed?







WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 
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Were the people listed similar to the people you thought were to blame? Has
the information provided in the screens before changed your opinion? 

So in your opinion, Who is to blame? Is it more than one person?

TASK:

To write an argument (report) to consider who is to blame 

for the sinking of the RMS Titanic?  



WEDNESDAY 13TH MAY 
LI: TO WRITE AN ARGUMENT TEXT

G – genre is an argument/discussion text

A - audience is His Majesty’s Government and anyone at the inquiry

P - purpose is to write an argument (report) to present  different people who are 
possibly to blame for the sinking of the Titanic and reasons for and against them 
being responsible.

Remember to plan before you begin to write: 

PLANNING GRID

Opening Introduce the inquiry. This is a report to 

reveal who is to blame for the disaster 

and why.

Person 1 Who? Why? Why not?

Person 2 Who? Why? Why not?

Closing Overall, who do you think is to blame 

based on the evidence.
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WILF

- Opening statement - Introduce the statement of issue: Who is to blame for the sinking of the 
Titanic?

- Paragraphs - Arguments for and against each person with supporting evidence

- Conclusion- Who you think is to blame and sum up why ?

- 3rd person

- Present tense (the hardest thing to do!)

- Conjunctions/openers

- Phrases of debate eg, on the other hand, therefore, however, although, consequently

- Impersonal voice – you shouldn’t give your opinion until the conclusion. Avoid the use of ‘I’ or 
‘You’ until this paragraph.

- Rhetorical question

- Formal

- Technical vocabulary- accurate names and facts

Read the WAGOLL on the next page 

to help you form 



Magpie language 

you would like to 

use.

This WAGOLL is on the 

website as an additional 

resource if you need to see it 

clearer. 


