
Word problems with addition 
and subtraction



How to solve word problems…

There is a simple method we can use to 
solve word problems

RUCSAC



R is for…

READ the question carefully so that you 
understand it



U is for…

UNDERLINE the important words and 
information 



C is for…

CIRCLE the key numbers



S is for…

SELECT the right operation (+, -, x, ÷)



A is for…

ANSWER – work out the answer and write 
it in the correct format



C is for…

CHECK your answer with another method 



What are some of the words we 
might find in an addition problem?

add sum total

more than increase 

altogether plus 



What are some of the words we 
might find in a subtraction problem?

subtract take away minus

decrease how many left? 

difference between how much more?



Example 1 – one step problem

A bag of potatoes weighs 32kg and a bag 
of onions weighs 25kg. What is their total 
weight?



ANSWERS –

Example 1 – one step problem

A bag of potatoes weighs 32kg and a bag 
of onions weighs 25kg. What is their total 
weight?

32kg + 25kg = 57kg.



Example 2 – two-step: 
how would you work this out?

First, what is the key information?

On Sunday I spent 98 minutes on my art project, and 

35 minutes on my numeracy homework. On Thursday 

evening I spent a total of 100 minutes on my 

homework. 

What is the difference between the amount of 

homework I did on Sunday and Thursday evening?



Example 2 – two-step problem: 
how would you work this out?

First, what is the key information?
We will break it down into two steps…

On Sunday I spent 98 minutes on my art project, and 35 minutes 

on my numeracy homework. On Thursday evening I spent a total 

of 100 minutes on my homework. 

What is the difference between the amount of homework I did 

on Sunday and Thursday evening?

Step 1: Sunday: 98 minutes + 35 minutes = 133 minutes

Thursday: 100 minutes.

Difference means subtract, so…

Step 2: 133 minutes – 100 minutes = 33 minutes.



Let’s try another…
Remember, what is the key information?

I got £35.00 for my birthday. I spent £10.00 
on Saturday and £15.50 on Sunday. How 
much spending money have I got left?



ANSWERS -
Remember, what is the key information?

I got £35.00 for my birthday. I spent £10.00 on Saturday 
and £15.50 on Sunday. How much spending money have I 
got left?

You have £35.00. 

You spend £10.00 on Saturday. 

Step 1: So, £35.00 - £10.00 = £25.00.

On Sunday you spend even more money: £15.50. 

Step 2: So, £25.00 - £15.50 = £9.50.

So, you have £9.50 left.



Last one…
What is the key information here?

Sally bought 3 photograph frames, each costing 
£2.50. She paid with £20.00. How much change 
did she get?



ANSWERS -
What is the key information here?

Sally bought 3 photograph frames, each costing £2.50. She 
paid with £20.00. How much change did she get?

Let’s break this down:
Sally bought 3 photo frames for £2.50 each. 
Step 1: £2.50 + £2.50 + £2.50 = £7.50.

She paid using a £20.00 note so, 
Step 2: £20.00 - £7.50 = £12.50. 

So, she has £12.50 left.


