


  

What Does ‘Uplevelling a  
Sentence’ Mean? 

To ‘uplevel’ a sentence is to make a boring sentence interesting by 
including more advanced grammatical features, such as changing... 

The cat sat on the cushion. 
 

into 
 

Contentedly, the sleepy, tabby cat sat on the comfortable, soft cushion 
while her owners were out shopping. 

How has this sentence been improved? 



  

What Have I Added? 
Click on the grammatical features used to uplevel the sentence to find 

out more about them. 

Contentedly, the sleepy, tabby cat sat on the 
comfortable, soft cushion while her owners 

were out shopping. 

Can you see how much more interesting this sentence has 
become now that we know some extra details? 

Fronted Adverbials Expanded Noun Phrases Subordinating 
Conjunctions 

next 



  

Fronted Adverbials 
Fronted adverbials are words or phrases at the beginning of a sentence 

which are used to describe the action that follows, such as: 

Without a sound, Jonah slipped his ballot card into the box. 

In May, Dr Foster waited for a bus to Gloucester. 

Nervously, Simon waited for his test results. 

back 



  

Expanded Noun Phrases 
An expanded noun phrase provides extra information about the noun. 
You can use adjectives or modifying nouns to give more information 

within your sentences, such as: 

my kind science teacher 

a tiny, colourful bird 

a straight, orderly line 

back 



  

Subordinating Conjunctions 
Subordinating conjunctions are the first words within a subordinate 

clause. Subordinate clauses do not make sense on their own but when 
they are used with a main clause, they create a complex  

(multi-clause) sentence. 

back 

Emily had wanted a pet elephant since she was a little girl. 

They danced together at the competition until the music stopped. 



  

Let’s Start... 
We are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

My mum went to the shop. 

First, we will create expanded noun phrases. 
  

Next, we will add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, we will add a subordinating conjunction. 



  

Adjectives and Modifying  
Nouns Mind Map 

Use ambitious adjectives and modifying nouns to add extra information 
about both of the nouns in this sentence. Which two things  

will you be describing? 

What do they look like? 
Think about personality. 

How are they feeling? 
Think about condition. 

What age are they? 
What about size? 

My mum went to the shop. 

You have one minute to expand the noun phrases ‘my mum’  
and ‘the shop’ with your partner on a whiteboard. 



  

Fronted Adverbial Mind Map 
Remembering that fronted adverbials are words or phrases at the 

beginning  of a sentence which are used to describe the action that 
follows, think about these questions: 

When did she go? 
Does she do it frequently? 

Where was the shop? 
How did she get there? 

How long did it take her? 
What state was she in? 

My mum went to the shop. 

You have one minute to mind map some fronted adverbials with your 
partner on a whiteboard. 



  

Subordinating Conjunctions 
Choose one of the following subordinating conjunctions to start a 
subordinate clause. What extra information will you add to your 

sentence to make it interesting? 

after 
although 

as 
because 
before 

if 

My mum went to the shop. 

You have one minute to add a subordinate clause to the  
end of your sentence. 

since 
that 
until 
when 
while 



  

Let’s See What You’ve Done! 
Did you manage to uplevel the sentence one step at a time?  

My mum went to the shop. 
 

could have become 
 

Last Thursday, my kind,  
hardworking mum went to the  

old sweet shop because she  
wanted to buy herself a treat. 

 
Share your uplevelled writing with your friends. 

 
 



  

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 

The couple walked their dogs. 



  

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

Class 13 smiled for the photographer. 

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 



  

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 

Nita and her friends sat in a circle. 



  

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 

The mermaid held a shell. 



  

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 

Jemima’s parents dragged the suitcases. 



  

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

Kay took part in a class. 

Poof! A cloud of smoke has 
appeared. Can you remember 
how to uplevel your sentence 

without the instructions?  
(Click me if you need some help). 



  

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause. 

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

Poof! A cloud of smoke has 
appeared. Can you remember 
how to uplevel your sentence 

without the instructions?  
(Click me if you need some help). 

Libby did some stretches. 



  

First, create expanded noun phrases.  
 

Next, add a fronted adverbial. 
 

Finally, add a subordinate clause . 

It’s Your Turn... 
You are going to uplevel the following sentence one step at a time.  

Are you ready? 

Poof! A cloud of smoke has 
appeared. Can you remember 
how to uplevel your sentence 

without the instructions?  
(Click me if you need some help). 

The men looked to the sky. 



  

Add the Missing Features 
Haphazard Harold has had a go at uplevelling this sentence, but 
he hasn’t used all of the grammatical features we need. What  
has he missed? 

How could you improve Harold’s handiwork? 

The nervous, anxious man wore 
a smart, grey suit because he 
was waiting for an interview. 



  

Add the Missing Features 
Haphazard Harold has had a go at uplevelling this sentence, but 
he hasn’t used all of the grammatical features we need. What  
has he missed? 

How could you improve Harold’s handiwork? 

Every morning, the postman 
delivers the letters before I get 

out of bed. 



  

Add the Missing Features 
Haphazard Harold has had a go at uplevelling this sentence, but 
he hasn’t used all of the grammatical features we need. What  
has he missed? 

How could you improve Harold’s handiwork? 

Clumsily, Jamie dropped the 
priceless, antique vase. 



  

Crazy Uplevelling! 
Now that you’ve become experts at uplevelling your sentences, can you 
write an uplevelled sentence containing these grammatical features? 

Use the adjectives white, small, young 
and frail. Use the fronted adverbial 

carefully. Begin the subordinate clause 
with the conjunction before. 

Carefully, the frail, young servant collected the small, white eggs from 
the coop before hurrying home to make breakfast. 



  

Crazy Uplevelling! 
Now that you’ve become experts at uplevelling your sentences, can you 
write an uplevelled sentence containing these grammatical features? 

Use the adjectives lovely, blue, kind and 
wooden. Use the fronted adverbial at 

4pm. Begin the subordinate clause with 
the conjunction because. 

At 4pm, a lovely, kind girl named Meg knocked on my blue, wooden 
door because she wanted me to come out to play. 



  

Crazy Uplevelling! 
Now that you’ve become experts at uplevelling your sentences, can you 
write an uplevelled sentence containing these grammatical features? 

Use the adjectives sporty, energetic, 
bright and bouncy. Use the fronted 
adverbial in the garden. Begin the 

subordinate clause with the  
conjunction until. 

In the garden, my energetic, sporty sister dribbled the bright, bouncy 
football until she got to the goal. 




