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Reading  

Ambassadors 



Celebrating  

Achievements 
Phonics Screening 2019 

93% of Year 1 children passed the phonics 
screening check.  

 

Key Stage 1 SATs 2019 

80% of children met the expected standard in 
reading. 

 

Key Stage 2 SATs 2019 

85% met the expected standard in reading. 
 

43% exceeded the expected standard in reading. 
 

Progress between KS1 and KS2 was significantly 
above average.  





The longer children keep an enjoyment of reading going, the greater the benefits 

are in the classroom. 
10-year-olds who enjoy reading have a reading age 1.3 years higher than their peers who do not 

enjoy reading, rising to 2.1 years for 12-year-olds and 3.3 years for 14-year-olds.  

National Literacy Trust 

Importance of  

Reading 
Evidence suggests that children who 

read for enjoyment every day not only 
perform better in reading tests than 

those who don’t, but also develop a 

broader vocabulary, increased general 

knowledge and a better understanding 

of other cultures. 

 

In fact, there’s evidence to suggest 

that reading for pleasure is more likely 

to determine whether a child does 

well at school than their social or 

economic background.  



If pupils cannot read, they will not be able to access the curriculum, and 

will be disadvantaged for life.  
Ofsted Research on Reading 2019 

Importance of  

Reading 
Everyday life - Reading is fundamental to functioning in today's society. 
 

Exercises the mind - Reading is important because it develops the mind. 
 

Discover new things -  Books, magazines and even the Internet are great learning 
tools which require the ability to read and understand what is read. 

  

Develops imagination – TV and games have their place but with reading, a person 
can go anywhere in the world...or even out of it!  

 

Improve spelling -Good reading skills, especially in a phonics reading program, 
improve spelling. 

 
 Reading is important because words - spoken 

and written - are the building blocks of life.  



Schooling is central to increasing pupils’ vocabulary, as up to 90% of vocabulary is 

encountered in reading and not in everyday speech. Vocabulary is particularly 

important to text comprehension, as children’s books tend to deploy far less 

common vocabulary than is found in day-to-day speech (Snow et al, 1998; 

Stanovich, 1993). Ofsted Research on Reading 2019 

Vocabulary 

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as 

working out print. Through hearing stories, children are exposed to 
a rich and wide vocabulary. This helps them build their own 

vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen, 

which is vital as they start to read. 

Words that have come up in KS2 SATS: 

descendant  ancestor dawn  puzzling  guardian 

reluctantly lifeline  huddled decent 



How do we  

teach reading? 

EYFS 
KS1 

LKS2 

UKS2 
Moving on… 



Reading Scheme 

We follow the most commonly used structure in schools which is the ‘Book Bands’ 
structure. We predominantly follow the Collis Big Cat scheme but also have titles 
from Oxford Reading Tree.  
 

These books have been carefully written to support the process of learning to read 
and to help children make progress as readers. Educational publishers consider a 
number of factors when determining the ‘level’ of a book including: phonic 
knowledge, vocabulary, sentence length, number of words on a page and use of 

illustrations. 
 
The national banding system ends at lime level however many publishers have 
continued the colour banding. The colour names for the next levels vary depending 
on the publisher. We have chosen to follow Collins Big Cats progression up to Year 

4. We also use Oxford colour bands for children who require extra support in Year 5 
and 6.  
 

 



Reading Scheme 

Copper Topaz Ruby 

Nursery – Year 4 

Year 5 & 6 

Free Readers 
with support 

Confident and fluent readers in Year 5 and 6 are considered to be ‘Free 

Readers’ however teachers give guidance and advice to children to ensure the 

books they choose are supporting them in their reading journey appropriately.   

 

Some children are given Oxford Reading Tree books to support their reading. 

 These are levelled as follows:  

Brown 8, 9, 10, 11 Grey 12, 13, 14 and Dark Blue 15 



Phonics 
EYFS / KS1 

Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by the Department for 

Education and Skills in 2007.  

 

It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as well 

as to prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic 

knowledge and skills.  

 

It sets out a detailed and systematic programme for teaching phonic skills for 

children starting by the age of five, with the aim of them becoming fluent 

readers by age seven. 

 

More information can be found in the EYFS/KS1 presentation.  

 

 



Reading Lessons 

EYFS / KS1 

English 

The use of high quality books within the 
reading curriculum is at the heart of a 

school's successful approach to 

engage and support children to 

become motivated and independent 
readers.  

Guided Reading 

Children are put into groups of 

similar reading ability and given a 

copy of the same book. Sometimes 

children practise reading aloud 
and other times in their head.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwivoYKvrIjnAhWi6uAKHdF_DGEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lonely-Beast-Chris-Judge/dp/1849392552&psig=AOvVaw13PKMxOhyfSuKNPNXcmyet&ust=1579271882803128
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1360323.Paddington


Whole Class  

Reading 

At the end of Year 2 – Year 6, we move towards whole class reading lessons. 

The teacher reads the book to the class while the children follow along.  It is 

wonderful for discussing new vocabulary, structure and genres as well as 

delving deeper into the story. Children then complete independent work in 

their reading journals or a group activity.  

 

Each Week: 

Three Lessons – Fiction / Poetry One Lesson – Non-Fiction Text 



Whole Class  

Reading 
Benefits:  
• Creates a positive, pleasurable experience. 

  

• Class discussions allow the children to interact and feel confident answering 

questions. 

 

• Teachers  model good use of intonation, movement, volume and 

expression to help the children do the same. 

 

• Targeted and open-ended questioning 

 

• High-quality responses with evidence and explanations provided to support 

the children. 

 

• Empathy is developed as they make connections with the experiences of 

the characters in the text and with each other 

 
• Children can enjoy and understand texts beyond their own reading ability. 



Writing and Reading 

• Reading exposes us to other styles, 
other voices, other forms, and other 

genres of writing.  

 

• Importantly, it exposes us 
to writing that's better than our own 

and helps us to improve. 

 

• Reading helps us make connections to 

our own experiences and emotions 

so reading makes you a 

better writer and a better 
communicator. 



Writing and Reading 

• What we read is often reflected in what we 

write- this helps with certain interests that the 

children can write about and feel confident. 

• Helps us understand how writing is structured 

through looking at the layout of the text we are 

reading – helps children understand the 

purpose of different genres and therefore write 

different genres. 

• It encourages us to find and look at different 

literary techniques and grammar that is 

essential to writing and being able to use these 

correctly.  

• It helps children to find spelling rules and how 

that spelling rule is applied to different words.  



How reading is  

assessed 
Internal assessments – Ongoing / Termly 

 

Phonics screening check (Year 1) - June 

 

SATs (Year 2) - May 

 

SATs (Year 6) - May 
 

 

There will be information meetings later in the year for parents in  

Year 1 (Phonics Screening), Year 2 (KS1 SATs) and Year 6 (KS2 SATs).   



Supporting  

Reading at Home 

Read to your child 

Listen to your child 

read daily – record it 

in their diaries 

Give support and 

encouragement  

Be a good role model 

– get caught reading! 

Reinforce 

phonemes/tricky 
words 

Discuss books and ask 

questions 

Encourage a wide 

range of reading 

materials 

Discuss new 
vocabulary 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 
 

Reading aloud is just as important in Key Stage 2 as it is when they 

are lower down in the school. It helps to improve confidence and 
fluency as well as reading stamina.  

 

As a school, we ask that reading is recorded 3-5 times a week in 

the Home School Diary.  As children move into KS2, they can 
record their own reading and ask you to sign.  

 

Once a week, we check the diaries and children who have 

evidenced their reading are awarded a house point. Staff also 
celebrate the achievement through verbal praise.  

Children and young people who read daily are four times more likely to 

read above the level expected for their age compared with their peers 

who don’t read daily (22.3% vs 5.7%) 
National Literacy Trust 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 

Drawing on your child’s phonic knowledge is important 

as they move through Key Stage 2. Ask them to look for 

diagraphs and trigraphs that they know to help them 

decode unfamiliar words.  



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Recommended  

Reading Lists 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


Recommended  

Reading Lists 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/100-best-books/ 
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Recommended  

Reading Lists 

https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/blog/recomm
ended-reading-lists/  
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Examples of Children Reading 

DFE - KS1 Reading  

Working at the Expected Standard  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEWlf
QQl_Uo 

 

DFE – KS2  

Working at the Expected Standard  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJ
Z1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfI
vAGCUjN&index=9  
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We need you! 

 
Can you commit to coming in to school once a week?  

 

Could you work with children 1:1 or in small groups to 

support their reading development? 

 

Please add your name and contact details to your 

feedback form.  

We are looking for parents 

and carers to support 

reading in the school.  

We will provide some basic 

training. 




