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Reading  

Ambassadors 



Celebrating  

Achievements 
Phonics Screening 2019 

93% of Year 1 children passed the phonics 
screening check.  

 

Key Stage 1 SATs 2019 

80% of children met the expected standard in 
reading. 

 

Key Stage 2 SATs 2019 

85% met the expected standard in reading. 
 

43% exceeded the expected standard in reading. 
 

Progress between KS1 and KS2 was significantly 
above average.  





The longer children keep an enjoyment of reading going, the greater the benefits 

are in the classroom. 
10-year-olds who enjoy reading have a reading age 1.3 years higher than their peers who do not 

enjoy reading, rising to 2.1 years for 12-year-olds and 3.3 years for 14-year-olds.  

National Literacy Trust 

Importance of  

Reading 
Evidence suggests that children who 

read for enjoyment every day not only 
perform better in reading tests than 

those who don’t, but also develop a 

broader vocabulary, increased general 

knowledge and a better understanding 

of other cultures. 

 

In fact, there’s evidence to suggest 

that reading for pleasure is more likely 

to determine whether a child does 

well at school than their social or 

economic background.  



If pupils cannot read, they will not be able to access the curriculum, and 

will be disadvantaged for life.  
Ofsted Research on Reading 2019 

Importance of  

Reading 
Everyday life - Reading is fundamental to functioning in today's society. 
 

Exercises the mind - Reading is important because it develops the mind. 
 

Discover new things -  Books, magazines and even the Internet are great learning 
tools which require the ability to read and understand what is read. 

  

Develops imagination – TV and games have their place but with reading, a person 
can go anywhere in the world...or even out of it!  

 

Improve spelling -Good reading skills, especially in a phonics reading program, 
improve spelling. 

 
 Reading is important because words - spoken 

and written - are the building blocks of life.  



Schooling is central to increasing pupils’ vocabulary, as up to 90% of vocabulary is 

encountered in reading and not in everyday speech. Vocabulary is particularly 

important to text comprehension, as children’s books tend to deploy far less 

common vocabulary than is found in day-to-day speech (Snow et al, 1998; 

Stanovich, 1993). Ofsted Research on Reading 2019 

Vocabulary 

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as 

working out print. Through hearing stories, children are exposed to 
a rich and wide vocabulary. This helps them build their own 

vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen, 

which is vital as they start to read. 

Words that have come up in KS2 SATS: 

descendant  ancestor dawn  puzzling  guardian 

reluctantly lifeline  huddled decent 



How do we  

teach reading? 

EYFS 
KS1 

LKS2 

UKS2 
Moving on… 



 
Lilac level books are wordless books that 

tell a story through pictures alone. They 

help children to develop speaking and 

listening skills through creating and 

telling stories. 

Wordless Books 

EYFS 



Phonics 
EYFS / KS1 

Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource published by 

the Department for Education and Skills in 2007.  

 

It aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in 

their own right as well as to prepare children for learning 

to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills.  

 

It sets out a detailed and systematic programme for 

teaching phonic skills for children starting by the age of 

five, with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by 

age seven. 
 



Phonics 
EYFS / KS1 

Phase 1 encourages the development of children’s speaking and 

listening skills. It is a vital part in laying the foundations in learning to 

read using phonics.  

 

 

 
Phase 2 is the start of 

systematic phonics. 

Children begin to 

understand grapheme-

phoneme 

correspondence. 

Understand that words are 

constructed from 

phonemes and that 

phonemes are represented 

by graphemes. 



Phonics 
EYFS / KS1 

Children enter Phase 3 once 

they know the first 19 phonemes 

and can blend and segment to 

read and spell. They will then 
learn the next set of phonemes.  

 

 

 

Children move into Phase 4 when they know all the phonemes 
from Phases 2 and 3 and can use them to read and spell simple 
words. Phase 4 does not introduce any new phonemes. They learn 

to read and spell words with four or more phonemes that they 

already know. These words have consonant clusters at the 

beginning, end or both. 



Phonics 
EYFS / KS1 

Phase 5 is split into three parts. 

First, children learn  a set of new 

phonemes.  

 

Next, they will focus on alternative 

pronunciation. They learn that the 

same grapheme can represent 

more than one phoneme.  

e.g. bread, meat  bear, hear 

 

Finally, children learn about alternative spellings.  

They learn that the same phoneme can be represented in more than 

one way. 

   e.g.  burn first term heard 

  

 



Reading Aloud 

EYFS / KS1 

The use of high quality books within the reading curriculum 

is at the heart of a school's successful approach to engage 

and support children to become motivated and 

independent readers.  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1360323.Paddington
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiuga3rq4jnAhXR5-AKHfnPDtwQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Supertato-Veggies-Assemble-Sue-Hendra/dp/1471121003&psig=AOvVaw0zIwi1lPNVlDHqCK5JRz7Q&ust=1579271739347918
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjH16earIjnAhUwxYUKHf1vCs8QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Very-Hungry-Caterpillar-Eric-Carle/dp/0140569324&psig=AOvVaw3B-TDXTcJPjAfUs94JD7te&ust=1579271838199189
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwivoYKvrIjnAhWi6uAKHdF_DGEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lonely-Beast-Chris-Judge/dp/1849392552&psig=AOvVaw13PKMxOhyfSuKNPNXcmyet&ust=1579271882803128
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwid7MLIrIjnAhVK4YUKHWmoC3QQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.co.uk/Lost-Found-Oliver-Jeffers/dp/0007549237&psig=AOvVaw0LD-7hHTme5fynTgUmkwmv&ust=1579271936141813


Guided Reading 
EYFS / KS1 

Group guided reading is a new strategy 

this year.  

 

Children are put into groups of similar 
reading ability and given a copy of the 

same book. Sometimes children practise 

reading aloud and other times in their 

head.  
 

The teacher will ask the children different 

questions depending on the focus that 

day e.g. prediction, retrieval . 

 

 



Whole Class  

Reading 

At the end of Year 2 – Year 6, we move towards whole class reading lessons. 

The teacher reads the book to the class while the children follow along.  It is 

wonderful for discussing new vocabulary, structure and genres as well as 

delving deeper into the story. Children then complete independent work in 

their reading journals or a group activity.  

 

Each Week: 

Three Lessons – Fiction / Poetry One Lesson – Non-Fiction Text 



Reading Scheme 
We follow the most commonly used structure in schools which is the ‘Book Bands’ 
structure. This is a system that has been applied to lots of different reading 
schemes and other books. We predominantly follow the Collis Big Cat scheme 

but also have titles from Oxford Reading Tree. These books have been carefully 
written to support the process of learning to read and to help children make 
progress as readers. 
 

Educational publishers consider a number of factors when determining the ‘level’ 

of a book including: phonic knowledge, vocabulary, sentence length, number of 
words on a page and use of illustrations. 
 



Reading Scheme 
Children need to move through the bands at a pace that supports their 

learning and individual needs. Your child’s teacher will want to know that a 

child is secure and confident at a given level before moving them on.  

 

It’s also important to bear in mind that not all levels are of equal size. In the 

first few years of school, the steps of progress are fairly small, and children will 

move through a number of levels quite quickly. As children move up the 

levels, the steps become broader and ‘moving up’ happens less frequently. 

 

The chart below shows the colour band we aim for in each year group. It’s 

important to remember that different children develop their reading skills at 

different rates and this is a guide only.  

End of Reception End of Year 1 End of Year 2 



How reading is  

assessed 
Internal assessments – Ongoing / Termly 

 

Phonics screening check (Year 1) - June 

 

SATs (Year 2) - May 

 

SATs (Year 6) - May 
 

 

There will be information meetings later in the year for parents in  

Year 1 (Phonics Screening), Year 2 (KS1 SATs) and Year 6 (KS2 SATs).   



Supporting  

Reading at Home 

Read to your child 

Listen to your child 

read daily – record it 

in their diaries 

Give support and 

encouragement  

Be a good role model 

– get caught reading! 

Reinforce 

phonemes/tricky 

words 

Discuss books and ask 
questions 

Encourage a wide 

range of reading 

materials 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 
 

It is important that you choose a suitable time and place for 

reading so that your child feels relaxed and can enjoy their 

learning.  

 

As a school, we ask that reading is recorded 3-5 times a week in 

the Home School Diary.  

 

Once a week, we check the diaries and children who have 

evidenced their reading are awarded a house point. Staff also 

celebrate the achievement through verbal praise.  

Children and young people who read daily are four times more likely to 

read above the level expected for their age compared with their peers 

who don’t read daily (22.3% vs 5.7%) 
National Literacy Trust 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 

Supporting your child to use their phonic knowledge. 

Remember to say the smallest unit of sound when 

sounding words out with your children.  



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Supporting  

Reading at Home 



Recommended  

Reading Lists 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/ 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/


Recommended  

Reading Lists 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/100-best-books/ 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
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Recommended  

Reading Lists 

https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/blog/recomm
ended-reading-lists/  

https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/blog/recommended-reading-lists/
https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/blog/recommended-reading-lists/
https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/blog/recommended-reading-lists/
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Examples of Children Reading 

DFE - KS1 Reading  

Working at the Expected Standard  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEWlf
QQl_Uo 

 

DFE – KS2  

Working at the Expected Standard  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJ
Z1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfI
vAGCUjN&index=9  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEWlfQQl_Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEWlfQQl_Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEWlfQQl_Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rEWlfQQl_Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJZ1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfIvAGCUjN&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJZ1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfIvAGCUjN&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJZ1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfIvAGCUjN&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJZ1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfIvAGCUjN&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4KJZ1oSkbI&list=PL6gGtLyXoeq8k9ykPys3NvQIfIvAGCUjN&index=9


We need you! 

 
Can you commit to coming in to school once a week?  

 

Could you work with children 1:1 or in small groups to 

support their reading development? 

 

Please add your name and contact details to your 

feedback forms.  

We are looking for parents 

and carers to support 

reading in the school.  

We will provide some basic 

training. 




